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to bring away the Egyptian garrison and the foreign residents.
He found himself besieged there by the insurgents, and an
expedition sent up the Nile and across the Bayuda desert to
rescue him arrived too late. The Egyptian frontier was with-
drawn to its old boundary at the foot of the Cataracts and for
twelve years the Sudan became a Mahdist Empire, under the
first leader of the revolt and his right-hand man and successor,
the Khalifa Abdullahi.

In 1896 the reconquest of the Sudan began. Kitchener's new
Egyptian army, trained and led by British officers, and sup-
ported by British contingents, broke the Mahdist power, and
in the autumn of 1898 won the decisive victory of Omdurman
and hoisted the British and Egyptian flags over the ruined
palace of Khartoum.

It was announced that Egypt and England would share a
Condominium5 of the conquered territories, but obviously the
real control must be in the hands of the more powerful partner.
The possession of Egypt, the Sudan, and that all-important
link in world-communications, the Suez Canal, gave England
one of the great key positions in Africa and the Near East.
Other large shares in the partition of Africa were secured for the
British Empire in this same period and the subsequent years.
The East African Chartered Company made a railway from
Mombasa to Uganda and the Great Lakes, and thus added
another huge tract of country to the Empire. Farther south, at
the cost of two native wars, Rhodes and his partners of the South
Africa Company won Matebele- and Mashonaland. Rhodes
had been one of the pioneers in the development of the richest
diamond mines in the world, and had thus become a millionaire,
a leader in South African politics, and an empire-maker. Bartle
Frere, as governor of Cape Colony, had picked a quarrel with the
most powerful native kingdom in the south, and broken the Zulu
army, the only formidable native force in South Africa. The
Cape Railways were extended through Bechuanaland into the
new province of Rhodesia, and the discovery of the rich gold
reefs qf the Rand brought crowds of English and American
gold-seekers into the Transvaal, and at the close of the century